
October 19, 2024 

 

Environment and Protected Areas 

Approvals Unit, 5th Floor, South Petroleum Plaza 

9915 108 Street 

EDMONTON, AB T5K 2G8 

 

From: 

Name: Thomas Rohe 

Legal Land Location: Plan:  9021566 Lot:  1 

ATS Reverence: 4; 16; 42; 17; NE 

Distance from proposed Feedlot: 1800m 

Phone #: (780) 281-0237   Email: countryrohe@gmail.com 

Mailing Address: PO Box 106, Heisler, AB T0B2A0 

 

Re: Application #DAPP0101386 

 

I am opposed to granting Mitchel Kroetsch the necessary permits/permission for Water 

Licence - Groundwater: Kroetsch_NW-15-42-16W4_Well ID's 105363, 296831 & 2029931 to 

establish a confined Feedlot Operation (RA23022) at: NW 15-42-16 W4M 

 

These are my concerns: 

We are a directed affected party to the proposed CFO, and we are very concerned about our 

water in the future, should the water license application that Mitchel Kroetsch has filed of total of 

62,421 m3 of groundwater annually be approved. 

 

We are all on the same aquifer and we are constantly reminded by water experts and politicians 

like Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Environment and Protected Areas that we are heading toward 

a scary time of draught in Alberta and to start planning how to use less water in the future. The 

amount of 62,421 m3 of water could cause massive water supply shortage for our acreage, for 

our close by Village of Heisler, the small farmers around us and all environmental areas on the 

Battle River Basin. 

 

Regarding the Village of Heisler, fact is that the CFO is planned way to close to Heisler.  

 

The Battle River Basin, a key watershed in east-central Alberta, covers approximately 30,000 

square kilometres, most of which lies inside the province’s borders. Extremely rich and diverse 

in plant and animal life, the basin’s water supply is derived entirely from rain, snow melt and 

groundwater, without benefit of the mountain/foothill snowpacks or glacial melt typical of other 

river basins in Alberta. 

As of the AB Government - Battle River water management plan - overview 

 

2.5 Rationale for developing the Plan 



The Battle River is an important watershed in east-central Alberta, covering an area of 25,000 

square kilometers in the province. The river’s water supply is derived entirely from local surface 

runoff (rain and snow melt) and groundwater flows. It is therefore without the benefit of prolific 

mountain/foothill snow packs and glacial melt. The Battle River watershed falls entirely within 

the Parkland Natural Ecoregion, the richest ecoregion in Alberta for biodiversity. The Battle 

River provides the ecoregion with a rich variation in ecosystems associated with its aquatic 

environment, associated living organisms and the ecological complexes of which they are part. 

Increasing pressure on the Battle River’s water supply is presenting a challenge for residents of 

the watershed and for Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development, the 

provincial department responsible for the management and allocation of water in Alberta. As 

demand for water meets or exceeds the river’s natural supply, social, ecological and economic 

limitations and issues become apparent. A key tool to address this resource management 

challenge is a Water Management Plan. 

Approved Water Management Plan for the Battle River Basin (Alberta) First Nations 

Consultation Report - December 2013 

 

The biggest environmental concern is long-term contamination of our water from the CFO runoff 

running into our water source and spreading high volume of manure close by, including 

antibiotic waste.  

 

The NRCB has temporarily halted Mr. Kroetsch’s development permit because he hit already 

the water table in two areas while he was going to dig out his catch basins. Currently, the NRCB 

is reviewing the situation, and was supposed to reapply with a new plan for the catchment basin 

where he missed his deadline to re-apply. (attachment emails from September 17/24) 

My wife and I responded with an email of concern (attachment email September 18/24) to the 

NRCB legal council and never received a response. 

 

It is not news that the water table is too high in this area, already in 1954, the close by St. 

Mary’s “Wanda “cemetery was shut down by the Bureau of Vital Statistics due to the high-water 

level. (Attachment cemetarywatertable). 

What about the 1-5% dead cattle? Will they be left to rot, burned, or buried when even humans 

can not be buried in this area anymore? 

 

In addition, attachment basementwatertable shows the water table that was encountered when 

Dallas Oberg, directed affected property owner, SW of proposed CFO was digging a basement. 

 

The attached documents Mr. Kroetsch has received permission to spread manure that have 

water runoff and/or standing water/dugouts that could be contaminated. The feedlot location 

itself as shown in maps clearly has water runoff areas that ultimately find their way into the 

Battle River. 

 

You will also find attached an email from the Battle River Watershed Alliance regarding BRWA 

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Non-point Source Pollution Management  



The BRWA Non-point Source Pollution Management Implementation Guidelines offers 

recommendations for crop and manure beneficial management practices, where applicable. 

This advice was developed with broad input from watershed residents, stakeholders and 

decision-makers. Regarding CFOs proposed within the Battle River and Sounding Creek 

watersheds, the following is recommended:  

Recommendation 2.4.8: Efforts should be taken to limit the development of new Confined 

Feeding Operations within the effective drainage area of the Battle River and Sounding Creek 

watersheds. Rationale: The effective drainage area is that portion of the watershed that might 

be expected to contribute runoff to the main stem during a flood with a return period of two 

years. As these areas regularly contribute water to the main stem, the potential for nutrient 

transport from these areas is greater than in non contributing areas.  

Source: Non-point Source Pollution Management Implementation Guidelines, PDF   

 

With the water table being high in this area, there is also the concern of how the contaminants 

will find their way into the water well systems. 

 

Not just our water well system is extremely endangered of contamination and the risk of running 

dry. Also, the Village of Heisler, located way to close to the planned CFO is endangered. 

Heisler’s majority of residents are seniors and a lot of them already suffer from health issues. 

Currently, the Village of Heisler is in the growing process (2023 Census incorrectly); in the last 

few years more and more younger families with children moved into the community and will be 

impacted by health issues from water contamination, not to mention increase of flies, rodents, 

predators, air pollution and increase of crime resulting from a CFO with 5,000 heads of cattle. 

Yes, I am totally aware that my last point of comment is not directly related to the water license 

application, but the department of Alberta Environment and Protected Areas should also be the 

right place to provide these important concerns. 

 

Once again, to protect our environment, our and our children’s future, the future of our 

neighbours and the Village of Heisler, I appeal to not approve the water licenses applications for 

the planned CFO. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rohe 
 

CC:  Honorable Rebecca Schulz 

 Minister of Environment and Protected Areas 

 Honorable Damien Kurek, MP – Camrose Office 

 Honorable Jackie Lovely, MLA – Camrose Constituency 

 Flagstaff County Development and Planning Committee 

 Battle River Watershed Alliance 

 Battle River Water Management Plan (Province of Alberta) 

 The Village of Heisler 

   
Enclosures:  

 

 



 

 



 



 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 


