From: Village of Heisler

To: camrose@assembly.ab.ca; "Battle River Watershed Alliance”; wnordin@flagstaff.ab.ca;
Damien.Kurek@parl.gc.ca; "EPA drought"”; epa.minister@gov.ab.ca; "AEP Minister"; premier@gov.ab.ca

Cc: Laura Friend; waterresources@arletta.ca

Subject: Request for support against water license application #DCAS0017422 Water License - Groundwater:
Kroetsch_NW-15-42-16W4_Well ID"s 105363, 296831 & 202993

Date: October 22, 2024 2:57:47 PM

Attachments: Village of Heisler concern letter to Application #DAPP0101386.pdf

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization. &llo. sender | Elock sendsr |
Good afternoon,

The Village of Heisler is requesting support against water license application #DCAS0017422 Water
License - Groundwater: Kroetsch NW-15-42-16W4_Well ID's 105363, 296831 & 202993 for a
planned Confined Feeding Operation in the close proximity to the Village of Heisler.

As of the NRCB the Village of Heisler is not considered directed affected party to the proposed CFO,
but Heisler Council and Residents are very concerned about our water in the future, should the
water license application that Mitchel Kroetsch has filed of total of 62,421 m3 of groundwater
annually be approved. Additional concerns are outlined in the attached letter of concern mailed out
to Environment and Protected Areas’ Approval Unit.

Thank you,

Heidi Rohe

Chief Administrative Officer

Village of Heisler

128 Main St, Box 60

Heisler Alberta TOB 2A0

Phone: 780-889-3774

Fax: 780-889-2280

Email: administration@villageofheisler.ca
Website: www.villageofheisler.ca









The attached documents, Mr. Kroetsch has received permission to spread manure that have
water runoff and/or standing water/dugouts that could be contaminated. The feedlot location
itself as shown in maps clearly has water runoff areas that uitimately find their way into the
Battle River. One of the properties for the planned manure spreading is located SW-3-43-16-W4
is not even 1 mile away from the Village of Heisler border.

You will also find attached an email from the Battle River Watershed Alliance regarding BRWA
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS:

Non-point Source Poilution Management

The BRWA Non-point Source Pollution Management Implementation Guidelines offers
recommendations for crop and manure beneficial management practices, where applicable.
This advice was developed with broad input from watershed residents, stakeholders and
decision-makers. Regarding CFOs proposed within the Battle River and Sounding Creek
watersheds, the following is recommended:

Recommendation 2.4.8: Efforts should be taken to limit the development of new Confined
Feeding Operations within the effective drainage area of the Battle River and Sounding Creek
watersheds. Rationale: The effective drainage area is that portion of the watershed that might
be expected to contribute runoff to the main stem during a flood with a return period of two
years. As these areas reguiarly contribute water to the main stem, the potential for nutrient
transport from these areas is greater than in non contributing areas.

Source: Non-point Source Pollution Management Implementation Guidelines, PDF

With the water table being high in this area, there is also the concern of how the contaminants
will find their way into the water well systems.

The Village of Heisler water well system is extremely endangered of contamination and the risk
of running dry, located way to close to the planned CFO is endangered. Heisler's majority of
residents are seniors and a lot of them already suffer from health issues. Currently, the Village
of Heisler is in the growing process (2023 Census incorrectly); in the last few years more and
more younger families with children moved into the community and will be impacted by health
issues from water contamination, not to mention increase of flies, rodents, predators, air
pollution and increase of crime resulting from a CFO with 5,000 heads of cattle. Yes, we are
totally aware that the last point of comment is not directly related to the water license
application, but the department of Alberta Environment and Protected Areas should also be the
right place to provide these important concerns.

Once again, to protect the Village of Heisler, the environment, our children’s future, the future of
our neighbours we appeal to not approve the water licenses applications for the planned CFO.

Heidi Rohe, CAQ
Village of Heisler
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. 2 Cemeter
St. Mary’s, Wanda Cemetery 01952

Although St. Mary’s Church clos
Forestburg in 1957, we

and the building moved to
It is a cherished part

respect the cemetery and site.

of our history. .
In 1954 Reverend Father J. Rolheiser reccived

a letter from the Bureau of Vital Statistics advising
effective immediately there was o be no further
burials in St. Mary’s “Wanda” ccmetery. Extensive
soil testing was done and it was found the water
wable was too high along with the type of soil mak-
ing it a restricted cemetery.

The thirty-eight bodies interred at the Wanda
Cemetery are:

Dominic Schares Annie Fischer
Jacqb Scham Christian Klein
Christina Schares Louise Poepping
John Schares Blanche Kroetsch

c

Mike Schares
[rvin Dietrich
George Kroctsch
Mary Kroctsch
John Kroetsch
Joseph Laporte
Theresia Kuntz
John Messner
Frank Rich
Rosanna Dietrich
Mary Steil
Barnaby Steil
Rosina Laporte
Nicholas Dietrich

Nellie Plant
Do_nna Messne;
Alice Plan
/[lllben Ault
wrence
Loren Kroft:(c]f,mh
Robert Pian;
Bernadette Kroetscy,
Edmund Kroeqsey,
Marion Strayss
Eldon Kroetsch
Reuben Messner

There are threc unmarked graves in the ceme

tery as well.

Wagon Trails in the Sod First Edition has 3
detailed account of the Wanda district.

S1 MAﬁy

0 KANDR o
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Fwd: Ground Water Contamination

L R W S|
To:
Date. Frnday October 18, 2024 at 08 55 p m. MDT

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Catherne Perce <executwedirector@battlerveraatershed ca>
Date: October 18, 2024 al 14 57:54 MDT

Subject: Ground Water Contamination

HI Thomas,

Thank you for stopping by the Battle River Watershed Alliance Office this week | appreciate the update of the CFO. Your
concerns about the high water (able are impartant to commumicate to the NRCB and for Water Well License Considerations. |
reviewed the Goveriment s document an catch basin construction {a link is included below). As you mdicated. your plan to
hiahkght this i a statement of concern throuah the Digital Regwlatory Assurance System is a good «iea A water well icence
shoutd be contmgent on proof that the groundwater will not be contaminated on the site where a water well will be located

Protect Groundwater Quality: Minimize the Risks
httes L open aloerta ca’/dataset ab 1840l Heal 1991 8526 w621 761 acG27 resouwrce/be6h848-818a-48cd-8842-¢7275072a188
o lgelH 7 Bl

Catch Basin Design and Management
Ve L sitie s Gafnnl e S EL "x y bacg ek a04 0 biaad 29f0adi3qie7

LT VS B | CO R 55 e ]

Some adaional information:

BRWA WATEASHED MANAGEMENT PLAN HECOMMENDATIONS

Nen-pont Source Pollution Management

The BRWA Non-pomt Scurce Poliution Management Implementation Guidetines offers recommendations for crop and manure
beneficial management practices, where applicable, This advice was developed with broad input from watershed residents,
stakehoiders ard decision-makers. Regarcng CFOs proposed wittun the Batile River and Sounding Creek watersheds, the
following is recommended:

Recommendation 2 4.8: Efforts should be taken to limit the development of new Confined Feeding Operations within the
eflective draiinage area of the Battle River and Sounding Creek watersheds. Rationale: The effective drainage area is that
portion of the watershed that might be expected to contribute runoff to the main stem during a flood with a return period of two
years As these areas reqularly contribute waler to the main stem, Ihe potenhai for nutrient transport from these areas is greater
than in non contributing areas.

Source Non-pont Source Pollution Management Implementation Guidelines, POF

Below 1s the other information we were looking al when you were in the office regarding the Flagstaff MDP. While it is important
to minemize negative eftects on the environment and support stewardship. | am not sure this is applicable in this case:
OBJECTIVE MINIMIZE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS ON THE ENVIRONMENT & ADJACENT LAND
USES BY ENCOURAGING GOOD LAND STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES

Clause 13 CFOs will be discouraged from focating in enviranmentally sensiive areas where slone instability and or groundwaler

contammation may be af concesn
“an- WP CURRENT

Best regards

Calherine
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Barbara and Colin Kre2tsz~ SwW-3-43-16-Wwd | 117 8lack
|- Barbara and Colin Krielil” SE-3143-16-W4 110 _Black
Barbara and Ca!lin K 52158 SW-31-43-16-Wd 148 Black
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L2772 re § Henderson | Swe4215w4 147 Black

AO Note: The applicant has provided 1,514 ac of land with black soil
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Protect Groundwater Quality:
Minimize the Risks

G TOURDWALET v AN IMPOrLnt farural fewree in
Alberta. Many farmers and small towns rely onwells
1o parnide dnnking water for hath domestiie and Ineviock
ue. Groundwater. hawever. nvulperable 1o
contamination {rom activitics around wells and sometimes
Hinitis on the lund.

Groundwater n walct that ovcupes the pate spuces i sod
and recha, It argginates as precipration that moves down
through the sol and can be stored in aguilens

Aquifen are geolugse deponits capable of prodocing waics
a0 guantitics sullicient tor use by

and an aquiler can tesult rom spalls besnde wells,
improperty scaled well cvwings o abasdoncd wells
Moasded well pris or hack-uphoning trom pestwade minvng
tanks,

Inderect contaminaton can come (rom kaking sewage
sviemy, fostiluer o manuze spreading and pestcade
APravIng. Mnce nurate-mlrogen nsery motike i soil.
leaking wptic ssstems o1 \preading manure of feenlizee .
raies that cwceed crop uptake of mitrogen can rcsult in
I ALCT CORLANNAALIA M TS TIMe

Similarh, pesiodes that ase selamnveh

humans, lhestock or indean,
Uncontined aquifers or water Labie
ayuifen are cdine to the ground wrface
while conlincd ayuiters sic oncrlunn

11 is less costly

pennteat and mobele as well as pestade
applicatson on heghb permeable soils can
sho contamnate groundw atcr Pt
source potlution like pesticric o

geologic depasts of kom permeability, to pr()le(‘l feralwet spalls arcound a well s the
such as cliy or shale, grou"(["laler greatest risk for groundw ater
< COALIRL RATION
Confined aufen are poroos ncis ol ll { I :
rock (1. sandslonc) trapped between wan lo clean
layers of loss poraus rock. Most rural 4
well in Alberta are supplied by deep. " H[). P'otem wate'

conlined aquifers. Uncontined squifers
ATC MOTE SCIMINE 10 CoRtamnation

resources

from activilics on the land wrlace.
Conlincd aquilcn can be contaminated by activities
around & well.

Groundwater contamination

Groundwater quality nvoinflucnced b nattal conditom
and human acmines, and pofluton can aveur thivugh
direet or indirect contamunation

A el can be a diredt condut from the land surlace te an
agufes. Thus, activities snound awelt can directh
contamingte groundwater. Direct contamunation of awcll

Grouadwater is 3 vial resouive vn the
farm. Preventson of contanunation i the ke 1o pratecting
the yuality of groundwater

Prevent dinedt contaminstion of wells and aguifors:

+ Ensure wells are property scaked 2ad cased Moorh
constiucted canungs alkm wirface waler o seep along
the ourude of the Casing inte groundwater
Contaminated surface water or shallow groundwater
can vollect n well pus. T hminate sell pus inodder
wells

‘A’ “J erbem
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Thomas and Heidi Roh_
Fwd: Kroetsch RFR RAZ3022 - Field Services information
Oct 20, 2024 at 11:20:22 AM

Thomas and Heidi Roh<j

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Fiona Vance <[ iona Vance@nrel ca>

Date: Tue, Sep 17, 2024 at 1: 34 PM

Subject: Kroetsch RFR RA23022 - Fleld Services information

To: Laura Friend <! end@nrcb.ca>

CCZ HOw . alenvirowesienainegning.cd < QEeNYITQWES epginesring.c >,
hovland@flagstafi.ab.ca <rhoyland@flaystaff.ab.ca>, Bill Kennedy

<Biill. Kennedy®nreb.ca>, Lynn Stone <Lynn. Stone@nrcbh.ca>, Francisco
Echegaray <Francisco.k aravienrch.ca>

Good morning,

i am legal counsel to NRCB Field Services in this matter, including the
Approval Officer,

We take no position on whether a review should be scheduled based on the
Requests for Review (“RFRs").

To assist the Board, | have shared with Laura Friend (Manager, Board
Reviews at the NRCB) the original responses to application RA23022 that
were submitted to the Approval Officer in May, by individuats who have filed
RFRs. | have not attached those responses to this e-mail, due to volume. The
responses are available upon request to either Ms. Friend or to myself.
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o 2ua il NRCB Laged counci from Sep 17/Q>,
Thomas and Heidi Rohe

Re: Kroetsch RFR RA23022 - Field Services information

Sep 18, 2024 at 12:39:18PM

Fiona Vance

Laura Friend

elow@envirowestengineering.ca, rhoyland@flagstaff.ab.ca,
Bill Kennedy Lynn Stone
Francisco Echegaray
epa.drought@gov.ab.ca,
Damien.Kurek@parl.gc.ca, camrose@assembly.ab.ca,
greg.neison@gov.ab.ca, otis@battleriverwatershed.ca, Sarah
Skinner
AGRIC.Minister@gov.ab.ca, epa.minister@gov.ab.ca,
degumom3@yahoo.ca, Dallas Oberg Auto Ltd.
normcongdon@gmail.com,
wandahihn@gmail.com, lycongdon@gmaif.com

Good afternoon Fiona Vance,

We have received and read your email below and we are very concemned about your last update
regarding the CFO catch basins and run-offs.

First of all, your email states and I cite; / verbally directed him (o not construct the catch basins

while we decide the next steps. Approval RA23022 permits the construction of the two catch basins
using a synthetic liner. Both catch basins are to be 3.5 m below grade. It appears that this site may
be in conflict with AOPA’s Standards and Administration Regulation 9(3)(a) as the bottom of the
liner must not be less than I m above the water table at the time of construction...

Where is the designated area for run-off and how will it affect the resident’s emidiate surrounding
areas and environment?

Will the capacity for catch basins be changing, thus taking up more area?
Will a change in the size of new catch basins affect the whole scope of the engineered dimensions?

This matter is way too important to just ‘fix an ervor ‘in the application process, it should result in
dismissal of the existing RA23022 application approval decision and a new application should be
requested by NRCB for Mitchel Kroetsch’ s planned CFO.

We also would like to request information updates regarding NRCB current policies on how the
NRCB addresses situations like this.

Thank you,

Page 19 of 19



HEISLER ANNUAL WATER

L COMPARISON CHART
YEAR 2019 |2020 (2021 |2022 |2023 A | ARk
January 819.6 |[833.0 |[859.0 895.0 855.98 |m |4262.5 |852.5
February 7295 [818.0 |846.0 803.0 764.06 |m™ |3950.5 |790.1
March 800.5 |998.0 [994.0 927.0 950.75 |m™ |4670.2 |934.0
April 984.6 |968.0 |[860.0 883.0 931.86 |m' |46274 9254
May 987.6 |1044.0 [963.0 1044.0 |1199.77 |™ [5238.3 |1047.6
June 920.4 [1230.0 [1229.0 |13150 |[1163.80 |m |5858.2 |1171.6
July 1329.2 |962.0 |1385.0 {1324.0 [1150.20 |™ |6150.4 |1230.0
August 1325.0 |1384.0 |1553.0 |[1214.0 |1065.11 |™ [6451.1 |1290.2
September [1230.0 1 1149.0 10070 [1065.0 |918.96 | m |5369.9 |1073.9
October 840.0 |908.0 |[1040.0 |985.0 84153 |m 46145 |922.9
November |783.0 |866.0 |1100.0 |915.9 1017.83 | ™ |4682.7 |936.5
December 896.0 [919.0 |882.0 880.5 84295 |m 144204 |884.0
TOIAL" 11,555.4 | 12,0789 |12,717.9 12,2514 |11,702.7 |m* |60,306.3 |{ZUGEIW
AVERAGE |962.9 |[1006.5 [1059.8 (10209 |975.2 m? | 5025.3 | 1005.6
MIN 729.5 |[818.0 |[846.0 803.0 764.0 m> 13960.0 |792.1
| MAX 1329.2 |1384.0 |1553.0 |1324.0 ([1199.7 |m®|6789.9 |1357.9
MIN MONTH February | February | February February February m':n February 2019
MAX MONTH July August August July May ES’:: August 2021
vear

This chart is based on a 5 year comparison starting San 2019 and ending in Dec 2023






